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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Leighton-Linslade 

Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  the  district  remained  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  various  statistics  which  are  tabulated  later 
in  this  report.  These  have  in  fact  remained  fairly  constant  for  some  years.  The 
population  of  the  district  is  slowly  rising  and  this  can  be  expected  to  continue 
owing  to  the  convenient  proximity  to  London. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  taken  in  recent  years  in  the  effect  of  noise 
on  the  health  of  the  individual.  Health  authorities  on  the  continent  and  in  the 
United  States  of  America  have  studied  the  problem  for  some  years  and  now 
in  this  country  more  active  steps  are  being  taken  to  deal  with  the  problem, 
especially  with  regard  to  aircraft  noise.  The  effect  of  noise  on  health  varies  in 
different  people,  some  are  quite  unaffected  by  relatively  loud  noise  which 
others  find  unbearable.  In  many  cases  one  accepts  noise  and,  after  a  time, 
tends  to  ignore  it  and  be  unaffected  by  it,  except  when  an  occasion  arises 
when  the  pitch  and  intensity  of  the  noise  alters  and  it  becomes  more 
noticeable.  Very  high  intensity  of  sound  has  been  found  to  cause  deafness 
after  prolonged  exposure.  "  Pop  music  "  has  been  blamed  for  deafness  in 
students  examined  on  entrance  to  universities.  Certain  factory  workers  suffer 
from  deafness,  due  to  intense  noise  associated  with  their  work. 

In  the  case  of  jet  aircraft,  it  is  doubtful  if  deafness  would  be  caused  but 
health  could  be  affected  due  to  noise  interfering  with  sleep.  It  adversely  affects 
concentration  and  could  so  interfere  with  the  studies  of  children  and  students. 
It  is  difficult  to  reduce  the  noise  of  aircraft  engines  without  affecting  their 
efficiency.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  site  airports  and  their  approaches  away 
from  residential  areas. 

The  district  has  been  relatively  free  from  noise  problems— a  few 
complaints  have  been  satisfactorily  solved.  The  Factory  Inspectors  can  advise 
remedies  with  regard  to  industrial  noise  and  the  management  are  usually  very 
cooperative  in  endeavouring  to  reduce  any  nuisance  due  to  noise  caused  by 
manufacturing  processes. 

Town  and  country  planning  can  be  helpful  in  preventing  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  new  industry  in  places  where  it  could  cause  nuisance  by  noise.  The 
insistance  on  sound  proofing  new  buildings  could  also  be  helpful. 

Road  traffic  is  one  of  the  main  causes  of  noise  in  towns  and  through- 
traffic  on  main  roads  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  routed  away  from 
residential  areas. 

Courses  at  technical  institutions  are  available  for  those  concerned  with 
noise  abatement  and  valuable  information  can  be  obtained  from  them. 

I  am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  your  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  to  all 
members  of  the  staff  for  their  support  and  keenness  in  making  the  Health 
Department  an  efficient  organisation. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  THORPE 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  G.  R.  Thorpe,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

M.  S.  Leslie,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  R.S.A.  (Scot) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  D  C.  England,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector:  R.  G.  Gittings. 

Senior  Clerk:  Mrs.  Z.  Lowes. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  population  of  the  district  continues  to  expand  and  the  new  sewage 
works  should  be  capable  of  dealing  with  the  increase  for  many  years  to  come. 
Industrial  development  has  increased  in  recent  years  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
will  continue.  The  proximity  of  the  district  to  London  will  aid  development 
and  attract  more  residents  who  will  be  able  to  continue  their  occupation  in 
outlying  districts  owing  to  the  relative  ease  of  access  to  and  from  the  capital. 

The  neighbouring  countryside  is  attractive  and  there  are  ample  facilities 
for  recreation. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  ... 

»  «  •  .  .  . 

... 

4,180 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  mid-year  home 

population 

1968 

18,660 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book 

.  .  . 

5,997 

Rateable  value  at  end  of  December  1968  ... 

...  ... 

... 

£959,769 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

... 

£3,700 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

176 

171 

347 

Illegitimate 

7 

7 

14 

Totals 

183 

178 

361 

Crude  Birth  Rate:  19.3  per  1,000  home  population 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate:  17.6  per  1,000  home  population 
(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  0.91 ) 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  five  years:  23.7  per  1,000  home  population 
Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire:  18.3  per  1,000  home  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales:  16.9  per  1,000  home  population 

STILL  BIRTHS  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  2  8 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

6  2  8 


Totals 


Still  Birth  Rate:  22.0  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births) 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  five  years:  18.8  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births) 
Rate  for  Bedfordshire:  14.2  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales:  14.0  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still  births) 


DEATHS 

Deaths  in  the  District 
Transferred  into  the  District 
Transferred  from  the  District 


Totals 


Male 

Female 

Total 

35 

29 

64 

49 

32 

81 

3 

1 

4 

81 

60 

141 

Crude  Death  Rate:  7.6  per  1,000  home  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate:  9.0  per  1,000  home  population 
(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  1.18) 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  five  years:  8.9  per  1,000  home  population 
Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire:  10.1  per  1,000  home  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales:  11.9  per  1,000  home  population 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ... 

Male 

3 

Female 

1 

Total 

4 

Totals 

3 

1 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate:  11.0  per  1,000  related  live  births 
As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  five  years:  16.5  per  1,000  related  live  births 
Rate  for  Bedfordshire:  15.7  per  1,000  related  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales:  18.0  per  1,000  related  live  births 

DEATHS  CONNECTED  WITH  CHILDBIRTH 
Maternal  Mortality:  Nil 

The  births  for  1968  totalled  361,  lower  than  1967  when  the  figure  was 
381.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  Leighton-Linslade  was  17.6  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion,  compared  with  16.9  for  England  and  Wales.  So  the  birth  rate  is  quite 
satisfactory.  There  were  fewer  still  births,  8  in  comparison  with  11  for  1967. 
The  figure  is  rather  high  when  compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
but  as  the  total  number  of  live  births  is  relatively  small  it  is  not  statistically 
significant. 

There  were  fewer  deaths  in  1968;  a  total  of  141,  giving  an  adjusted  death 
rate  of  9.0  per  1,000  population,  which  compares  favourably  with  that  for 
England  and  Wales  which  was  11.9  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  totalled  4,  giving  a  rate  of  11.0 
per  1,000  related  live  births,  compared  with  18  per  1,000  births  for  England 
and  Wales.  These  deaths  are  frequently  due  to  congenital  malformation. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  various  categories  of  causes  of  death  remain 
much  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  main  causes  of  death  being  heart 
disease  and  malignant  disease. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  reported  and  no  deaths  from  infectious 
diseases. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  INFANTS 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ... 


Male 

2 

1 


Female 

1 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  provides  an  Ambulance  Service  for  the 
whole  of  the  Administrative  County. 

In  addition  to  the  transport  of  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting- 
case  car  transport  is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by  other 
means  to  and  from  hospitals  or  clinics,  when  attendance  is  necessary  for 
medical  treatment. 

The  Ambulance  Service  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation  hospitals  of 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

DOMICILIARY  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE 

Chief  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  W.  Frost,  Health  Department,  Phoenix  Chambers, 

High  Street,  Bedford.  Telephone:  Bedford  51651 

The  Leighton-Linslade  Urban  District  is  satisfactorily  covered  by  Home 
Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Health  visiting  personnel,  who  operate  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  her  Assistants. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

Organiser:  Miss  K.  Kelly,  County  Offices,  Vernon  Place,  Dunstable 
and  the  Health  Clinic,  Bassett  Road,  Leighton  Buzzard 

Home  helps  are  provided  for  households  where  assistance  is  needed.  The 
amount  of  help  given  varies  to  the  needs  of  the  individuals  assisted.  This 
Service  is  provided  for  the  whole  of  the  county  and  meets  a  great  social  need. 


HEALTH  CLINIC,  BASSETT  ROAD 


Child  welfare  clinics 
Mothercraft  classes 
Midwifes  booking  clinic 
School  clinics 


Tuesday  afternoons,  Friday  all  day 

Wednesday  afternoons 

Mondays 

Audiometry 

Dental  treatment 

Speech  therapy 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  (where 
school  facilities  are  poor) 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Measles  cases  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  on  the  figure  for  1967. 
It  has  been  noted  that  measles  tend  to  be  more  prevalent  in  alternate  years. 
However,  it  is  hoped  that  in  future  there  will  be  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  as  immunisation  against  this  disease  is 
now  being  carried  out.  There  has  been  quite  a  good  response  by  parents  to 
have  their  children  protected  against  this  disease. 

It  will  be  noted  that  one  case  of  anthrax  was  reported.  This  is  an  un¬ 
common  disease  and  is  often  contracted  from  materials  imported  from  abroad, 
such  as  hides.  In  this  case,  bonemeal  fertilizer  was  suspected  but  no  definite 
evidence  was  obtained. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  notified  since  the  end  of  the  war,  but  the  disease  still  occurs  and 
efforts  must  be  continued  to  combat  it.  School  children  can  be  protected  by 
means  of  B.C.G.  vaccination.  A  simple  skin  test  determines  whether  the 
body's  resistance  to  the  disease  has  been  stimulated  by  contact  with  the 
disease.  Positive  reactors  are  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  but  when  a  negative 
result  is  obtained  vaccination  is  given.  The  response  to  this  immunisation  is 
very  good.  Mass  radiography  is  a  useful  means  of  detecting  cases  of  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  a  unit  visits  various  parts  of  the  County  regularly.  All  those  whose 
employment  brings  them  into  contact  with  children  should  have  regular  x-rays. 

Protection  against  influenza  is  also  available  to  certain  essential  person¬ 
nel,  such  as  the  Nursing  Staff,  and  the  Ambulance  and  Fire  Services.  This  is 
usually  given  in  the  autumn  before  the  disease  reaches  its  peak  incidence. 

Ambulance  Staff  are  also  protected  against  smallpox  at  regular  intervals. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

0- 

5 

5  - 

15 

Over  1 5 

Total 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Measles 

191 (116) 

110 

(59) 

5 

(3) 

306(178) 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

(6) 

6 

(11) 

1 

(2) 

11 

(19) 

— 

Whooping  cough  ... 

7 

(9) 

4 

(7) 

— 

(2) 

11 

(18) 

— 

Infective  jaundice 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

— 

Anthrax 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

Sonne  dysentry 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

— 

Figures  for  1967  are  given  in  brackets 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Age 

New 

Pulmonary 

Cases 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

De 

Pulmonary 

aths 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

15-35  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

NUMBER  ON  REGISTER  AT  END  OF  YEAR 

Male  Female 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21  7 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  4 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

A  mobile  x-ray  unit  visits  the  Health  Clinic,  Bassett  Road,  once  each 
week  on  Thursdays  from  10.30  to  11.0  a.m.  During  this  time  patients  sent  by 
their  doctors  can  quickly  be  x-rayed. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— Section  47 

This  section  provides  for  the  removal  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accommoda¬ 
tion  on  a  Court  Order,  of  sick  or  old  people  who  cannot  look  after  themselves. 

This  legislation  was  not  used  during  the  year. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  to  the  District  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Bedfordshire 
Water  Board.  A  satisfactory  and  wholesome  supply  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

There  is  one  private  water  supply  within  the  district  using  as  its  source  a 
shallow  well.  There  is  little  housing  or  other  development  in  the  area  and  all 
the  samples  taken  have  been  satisfactory. 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  TREATED  WATER  FROM  BOREHOLE  SUPPLIES 

(Average  Analysis  of  Samples  taken  weekly) 


Treated  Water  leaving  Waterworks 


Leighton 

Buzzard 


Linslade 


Turbidity  (A.T.U.)  . 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

Reaction  pH 

Electric  Conductivity  (reciprocal  megohms  per  cc 

at  20°C)  . 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Carbonate  Hardess  as  CaC03 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaC03 

Total  Hardness  as  CaC03 

Calcium  as  CaC03 

Magnesium  as  CaC03 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Iron  as  Fe  ... 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 
Sodium  as  Na 
Potassium  as  K 
Manganese  as  Mn 
Flourine  as  F 

Silica  (Molybdate  Reactive) 

Phosphate  as  P04 


Nil 

Nil 

7.85 

500 

Nil 

0.02 

0.2 

33 

179 

93 

272 

243 

29 

5 

0.03 

None  found 
9 
4 

None  found 
0.12 

6 

Less  than 
0.10 


Nil 

Nil 

6.89 

650 

Nil 

0.04 

2.0 

21 

247 

134 

381 

339 

42 

65 

0.04 

None  found 
8 
4 

None  found 
0.21 
7 

Less  than 
0.10 


(Results  in  milligrams  per  litre) 


RAINFALL 


The  station  at  which  the  rainfall  is  taken  is  the  Periwinkle  Lane  Pumping 
Station  at  Dunstable. 


Month 

Total 

Inches 

Greatest 

in  24 

Rainfall 

hours 

No.  of  Days 
with  .01  ins. 

or  more 

No.  of  Days 
with  .04  ins. 

or  more 

Inches 

Date 

January 

2.73 

.80 

8th 

17 

10 

February 

1.12 

.39 

5th 

12 

7 

March 

1.10 

00 

00 

21st 

17 

10 

April 

3.20 

.91 

18th 

15 

10 

May 

2.49 

.67 

4th 

17 

13 

June 

2.96 

.94 

27th 

17 

14 

July 

4.22 

1.34 

10th 

14 

11 

August 

3.50 

.65 

9th 

19 

14 

September 

5.14 

2.15 

15th 

18 

14 

October 

2.24 

.64 

8th 

14 

9 

November 

2.22 

.57 

1st 

19 

14 

December 

3.09 

.65 

24th 

14 

8 

CLEAN  AIR 

Pollution  of  the  atmosphere  is  not  a  problem  as  such  within  the  Urban 
District  and  so  far  as  industrial  pollution  is  concerned  the  Clean  Air  Act  gives 
local  authorities  adequate  powers  to  deal  with  smoke  and  grit  emission  from 
factory  chimneys.  During  the  year  although  some  observations  have  been 
taken  of  excessive  emissions,  in  each  case  investigated  the  cooperation  of  the 
firm  concerned  resulted  in  any  nuisance  being  abated. 

The  department  continues  to  receive  proposals  to  install  new  furnaces 
and  during  the  year  6  notices  to  this  effect  were  received.  When  plans  for  new 
buildings  have  been  received  (which  include  the  siting  and  dimensions  of  a 
chimney)  the  provision  of  the  Second  Edition  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  Memorandum  on  Chimney  Heights  are  used  to  determine 
the  correct  height.  Recommendations  and  advice  are  then  given  to  the 
company  if  necessary. 

The  problem  which  continues  to  annoy  a  large  number  of  people  throug- 
out  the  district  is  the  thoughtless  manner  in  which  people  burn  waste  items. 
Discussion  on  site  usually  follows,  but  action  under  Section  16,  Clean  Air  Act 
1956  is  difficult  due  to  the  infrequent  nature  of  the  nuisance. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Urban  District  are  the  Ousel  and  the  Clip- 
stone  Brook.  The  river  Ousel  adjoins  the  sewage  works  and  receives  the 
sewage  outfall.  The  Great  Ouse  River  Authority  controls  effluent  discharge 
and  the  river  quality. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

There  is  one  licensed  caravan  site  within  the  district,  which  has  now  been 
connected  to  the  main  sewer.  The  number  of  caravans  on  the  site  is  being 
increased  to  45  and  work  is  in  progress  to  give  each  individual  van  its  own 
water  supply  and  drainage  connections. 

From  time  to  time  caravans  are  sited  in  the  area  without  application  for 
planning  approval  or  a  site  licence,  informal  action  has  to  date  always  resolved 
this  problem. 

RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

The  Council  employed  one  part-time  rodent  operator  during  the  year 
whose  duties  continue  to  be  mainly  the  routine  inspection  of  the  district  and 
the  investigation  of  complaints  of  rats  and  mice  together  with  any  treatment 
required. 

The  refuse  tip,  the  sewage  disposal  works,  the  main  sewers,  waterways 
and  canals  have  also  been  systematically  treated. 

The  Council's  policy  for  treating  domestic  premises  without  charge  has 
continued  and  occupiers  report  rodent  activity  knowing  that  they  will  have  no 
financial  burden. 

Following  the  publicity  in  the  national  press  that  there  was  a  large 
increase  in  rat  activity,  investigations  within  the  Urban  District  proved  without 
exception  that  each  reported  rat  infestation  occured  at  the  boundary  of  the 
built  up  area  and  adjacent  to  agricultural  land.  If  this  increase  is  to  be  stopped 
much  more  work  will  need  to  be  carried  out  with  and  by  the  farming 
community.  Some  problems  of  mice  resistant  to  the  anti-coagulant  rodenti- 
cides  have  been  experienced  but  the  introduction  of  alphachlorolose  within 
the  district  has  solved  the  problem. 

Treatment  with  the  common  anticoagulants  continues  to  be  successful 
for  rats.  There  was  during  the  year,  a  drastic  reduction  in  the  number  of 
wasps  nests  treated,  but  the  Council  continue  its  policy  of  treating  any  wasp 
nest  reported  at  a  charge  of  10s.  Od.  per  hour. 

From  time  to  time  unusual  insects  have  been  brought  into  the  department 
and  advice  on  treatment  and  proofing  has  been  given  to  the  public,  using  the 
laboratory  services  offered  by  the  pesticide  companies  if  required. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

A  number  of  complaints  alleging  noise  nuisance  have  been  investigated 
during  the  year  and  where  necessary  informal  action  has  been  taken  to  either 
abate  or  mitigate  the  noise  complained  of.  This  kind  of  informal  approach  has 
been  accepted  by  the  parties  concerned. 

PETROLEUM  ADMINISTRATION 

There  are  49  premises  licensed  to  keep  petroleum  spirit  including  2 
premises  where  it  is  kept  in  cans  or  drums. 

One  new  tank  has  been  installed  and  tested  during  the  year. 


The  testing  of  tanks  and  pipelines  which  have  been  underground  up¬ 
wards  of  20  years  have  been  completed  in  respect  of  every  applicable 
installation  in  the  area  and  the  necessary  tests  on  electrical  equipment  and 
circuits  used  on  petroleum  pumps  were  carried  out  by  the  inspection  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Eastern  Electricity  Board. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  during  the  year  no  accidents  involving 
petroleum  spirit  occured  within  the  district.  The  Council  has  important 
responsibilities  in  petroleum  administration  and  full  inspectorial  coverage  is 
necessary  to  ensure  that  all  aspects  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  are  being 
complied  with,  in  the  interests  not  only  of  the  persons  handling  the  petroleum 
but  of  general  public  safety. 

HOUSING 

CLEARANCE  AREAS 

No  Clearance  Areas  have  been  declared  and  no  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  or  Clearance  Orders  made  during  the  year.  However  work  has  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  rehousing  of  occupiers  from  previously  declared  areas  in  Mill 
Road,  Chapel  Path,  Church  Street  and  Ashwell  Street.  The  remaining  unfit 
houses  in  the  town  would  be  better  dealt  with  by  Clearance  Order  procedure 
or  the  making  of  individual  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders. 

During  the  year  6  houses  were  demolished  and  a  further  7  Demolition  or 
Closing  Orders  were  made.  Two  dwellings  which  were  the  subject  of  Closing 
Orders  were  eventually  repaired  and  modernised  to  grant  standard. 

With  the  present  high  prices  of  land  for  building,  and  of  dwellings  in  the 
area,  the  practice  of  spending  substantial  sums  of  money  on  sub-standard 
property  is  increasing.  With  careful  supervision,  the  resulting  improved  houses 
can  be  a  worthwhile  investment  for  the  owner-occupier. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

During  the  year  the  Council  authorised  52  Improvement  Grants,  made  up 
of  49  standard  grants  and  3  discretionary  grants.  In  15  cases  the  Council 
exercised  its  discretion  under  Section  46  of  the  Housing  Act.  Since  the 
inception  of  the  Improvement  Grant  scheme  253  grants  have  been  approved. 
The  policy  of  insisting  that  all  houses  purchased  under  the  Council's  mortgage 
scheme  be  improved  to  the  grant  standard  has  further  helped  to  improve  the 
stock  of  older  houses  in  the  town. 

HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

There  are  still  among  the  larger  older  houses  in  the  town  a  number  which 
are  in  multiple  occupation.  These  are  occupied  usually  by  families  within 
families.  The  conditions  are  generally  good  and  the  occupants  live  and  eat 
together  as  one  family.  Because  of  the  control  exercised  in  the  past  there  are 
few  over  crowding  problems  in  these  houses. 

HARRASSMENT  AND  UNLAWFUL  EVICTION 

One  case  of  unlawful  eviction  was  reported  to  the  Council  and  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted.  The  Magistrates  found  the  case  proved  against 
the  two  joint  defendants  and  they  were  fined  £20  each. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 


INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

This  aspect  of  our  work  is  an  important  one  and  I  feel  that  good 
standards  of  Food  Hygiene  can  only  be  maintained  by  regular  visits  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors  to  food  premises. 

Most  premises  in  the  town  were  visited  once  during  the  year.  Those  with 
special  problems  or  dealing  with  potentially  "dangerous”  food,  received  more 
frequent  attention. 

Many  of  the  food  premises  are  also  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  and  it  has  been  the  practice  to 
inspect  them  under  both  Acts  simultaneously. 

Although  the  standard  of  hygiene  and  washing  facilities  on  mobile  vans 
selling  food  in  the  district  is  good,  the  market  stalls  although  complying 
strictly  with  the  law,  use  various  unusual  methods  for  supplying  their  hot 
water  and  washing  facilities. 

Mobile  and  temporary  food  traders  have  had  hand-washing  facilities  for 
two  years  but  their  main  concern  appears  to  be  the  conservation  of  sufficient 
hot  water  for  the  inspector  rather  than  the  use  of  that  water  to  further  hygienic 
practices. 

During  the  year,  many  complaints  have  been  received  by  the  department 
from  members  of  the  public  concerning  various  kinds  of  foods  purchased  in 
the  town.  All  these  complaints  were  carefully  investigated.  A  number  of  cases 
were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  and  cationary  letters  sent  to  the 
manufacturers  or  traders  concerned.  Items  about  which  complaints  were 
received  included  chocolate,  fish,  and  chips,  milk,  pies,  cakes  and  puff  pastry. 
34cwt.  83tbs.  9ozs.  of  unfit  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  health 
department  and  destroyed. 

Although  during  the  year  no  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  the 
value  of  dissatisfied  customers  complaining  to  the  Health  Department  has 
been  proved  by  the  alterations  made  by  large  manufacturers  in  their  process¬ 
ing  methods.  Bacteriological  sampling  has  continued  during  the  year  and  most 
samples  taken  have  been  of  a  good  bacteriological  quality.  However  the 
results  obtained  from  cream  samples  appear  to  be  most  disquieting  even 
taking  into  account  the  inadequacies  of  the  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test  for 
cream.  Until  a  more  suitable  test  is  devised  this  must  remain  the  standard  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality.  No  untreated  milk  is  sold  in  the  district,  and 
the  heat  treated  milk  is  supplied  by  two  dairies,  both  situated  outside  the  area. 
All  samples  of  milk  taken  have  passed  the  appropriate  treatment  test. 


Below  is  a  table  of  Bacteriological  Samples  taken  and  the  results  from 
them: — 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


No.  of 


Samples 

Taken 

Product  Sampled 

Report 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Pass  Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

40 

Pasturised  Milk 

37  0 

37 

0 

3  void 

3  milk  sour 

Probable  No. 

Per  100 

m.l. 

C.  Bacilli 

Bact. 

Coli. 

1 

Water 

1 

0 

16 

Water 

0 

0 

Total  Plate  Count 

8 

Plastic  Cartons 

382 

0 

0 

0 

158 

22 

1,184 

828 

2 

Crab 

No  pathogens  isolated 

5 

Cooked  Meat 

No  pathogens  isolated 

Methylene  Blue 

Discoloured 

Grade 

No. 

34 

Ice  cream 

Was  not  in  4  hours 

1 

26 

Was  not  in  3  hours 

2 

2 

Was  not  in  2\  hours 

2 

2 

Was  after  hours 

2 

1 

Was  not  in  \  hours 

3 

1 

Was  after  0  hours 

3 

1 

Orange  Lollie 

PH  value  4 

1 

5 

Yoghurts 

No  food  poisoning 
organisms  isolated 

5 

1 

Dairy/Cream  Trifle 

No  food  poisoning 
organisms  isolated 

1 

Methylene  Blue 

Discoloured 

Grade 

No. 

52 

Dairy  Cream  Etc. 

Was  not  in  4  hours 

1 

29 

Was  not  after  4  hours 

1 

9 

Was  after  2\  hours 

2 

2 

Was  after  3  hours 

2 

1 

Was  after  4  hours 

2 

1 

Was  after  2  hours 

3 

1 

Was  after  1  hour 

3 

1 

Was  after  0  hours 

4 

6 

No  pathogens  isolated  2 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  which 
comply  with 

Reg.  16 

No.  to  which 

Reg.  19  applies 

No.  fitted  to 
comply  with 

Reg.  19 

Public  Houses 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Greengrocers  and 
Fruiterers 

9 

8 

8 

8 

Bakers 

10 

10 

10 

9 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Wet  and  Fried  Fish 

Shops 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Confectionery  Shops 

11 

9 

— — 

0 

0 

Butchers  Shops 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Grocers 

44 

44 

26 

26 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  one  with  a 
relatively  small  throughput  and  requiring  meat  inspection  only  one  day  per 
week;  the  other  having  a  larger  throughput  requiring  the  services  of  the  meat 
inspector  twice  a  day,  5  days  per  week. 

Both  slaughter  houses,  though  of  an  old  construction,  are  well  maintained 
by  their  owners  and  kept  in  a  clean  condition  both  during  and  after  completion 
of  slaughtering. 

The  premises  are  also  regularly  visited  by  the  Veterinery  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

All  meat  killed  at  the  slaughterhouses  is  fully  inspected  and  if  passed  fit 
for  human  consumption,  stamped  by  the  inspector  with  the  Council's  identifi¬ 
cation  and  his  number. 

Charges  for  meat  inspection  are  based  on  the  estimated  throughput  and 
66%  of  the  maximum  permissable  charge  is  made.  The  contract  provides  for 
a  review  of  charges  should  the  estimated  throughput  vary  by  a  substantial 
amount  in  any  direction. 


APPENDIX 

Carcase  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


CATTLE 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

PIGS  HORSES 

& 

LAMBS 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

924 

i  o  ‘ : 

7242 

1571  Nil 

All  Disease  except  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

307 

1 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

141 

2 

2980 

183 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B.  and  cysticerci  ... 

15.26% 

20% 

41.14% 

1 1 .71  % 

T.B.  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

27 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

1.71% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

13 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  ... 

4 

___ 

__ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Of  the  total  of  9,747  animals  which  passed  through  the  two  slaughter 
houses  the  total  weight  of  material  requiring  condemnation  amounted  to 
30,581  tbs.  During  the  year  522  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouses  for 
meat  inspection  purposes. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

The  following  is  the  report  on  the  operation  of  the  Act  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Employment  and  Productivity. 


TABLE  A— REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  premises 

Total  number  of 

Number  of  regis- 

Class  of  Premises 

registered  during 

premises  registered 

tered  premises 

the  year 

at  end  of  year 

receiving  a  general 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

inspection  during 
the  year 

(4) 

Offices 

2 

111 

28 

Retail  Shops  ... 

2 

119 

34 

Wholesale  Shops 

Warehouses 

10 

2 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  public 

Canteens 

15 

12 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

2 

— 

Totals 

4 

257 

76 

TABLE  B  —  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS 

TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 
264 


TABLE  C  — ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 

PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 

(i) 

Offices 
Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  public 
Fuel  Storage  Depots 

Total 

Total  Males 
Total  Females 


Number  of  persons  employed 

(2) 

590 

613 

91 

88 

5 

1387 

608 

779 


TABLE  D  — EXEMPTIONS 

Part  I  —  space  (Sec.  5  (2)) 

Part  II —  temperature  (Sec.  6)  NIL  RETURN 

Part  III  —  sanitary  conveniences  (Sec.  9) 

Part  IV  —  washing  facilities  (Sec.  10) 


TABLE  E  — PROSECUTIONS  NIL  RETURN 


TABLE  F  —  INSPECTORS 

No.  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (1) 

or  (5)  of  the  Act  TWO 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their 
time  on  work  in  connection  with  the  Act 


NIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


ANIMALS 

Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  . 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Premises  and  Observations 

FACTORIES 

General  Inspections 

FOOD 

Grocers 
Fruiterers 
Fish  Shops 
Restaurants/ Cafes 
Bakehouses 
Catering  Premises 

Food  Complaints  and  investigations  ... 

Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs  ... 

Butchers 

Mobile  Shops  ... 

SAMPLING 

Ice  Cream,  Cream,  Etc. 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

HOUSING 

General  Inspections 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Investigations 
Disinfections 

NUISANCES 
Premises 
Noise  Abatement 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  . 

SPECIAL  PREMISES 
Caravans 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Slaughterhouses 
Market  Stalls 

DRAINAGE 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 
General  Inspections 

Accident  Investigations  ...  . 

PETROLEUM 

Routine  Inspections 


3 


50 


25 


35 

5 

18 

32 

23 
3 

24 
20 
28 

2 


92 

17 


730 


11 

2 


4 

107 

48 


19 

522 

195 

57 


258 

6 
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